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Abbreviations
Organisations
ALL-DAG
APPG
CAFOD
CAAAP
CIDSE
DAG
EU
EuroLat
FCO
FP
GDPR
IDL
IDEH
MEP
PEP
PPK
PSG
PUCP
UCL

All Domestic Advisory Group <DAG including EU representation>
All Party Parliamentary Group
Catholic Agency for Overseas Development
Centro Amazόnico de Antropologia y Aplicaciόn Practica
International Alliance of Catholic Development Agencies
Domestic Advisory Group <EU grouping>
European Union
Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Fuerza Popular <Peruvian party>
General Date Protection Regulation
Instituto de Defensa Legal
Instituto de Democracia y Derechos Humanos (IDEH) <unit of PUCP>
European Member of Parliament
Plataforma Europa Perú
Peruanos por el Kambio < the Peruvian President’s party> (or Pedro Pablo
Kuczynski <the President>)
Peru Support Group
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú
University College London

Acronyms
AGM
CIC
EIA
FPIC
FTA

Annual General Meeting
Community Interest Company
Environmental Impact Assessment
Free Prior and Informed Consent
Free Trade Agreement

HRD
MP
NGO
PPK
UPR

Human Rights Defender
Member of Parliament
Non-Governmental Organisation
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski <the President> (or Peruanos por el Kambio <his party>)
Universal Periodic Review
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The Peruvian context

Executive Summary

April 2017 to the end of March 2018 proved to be a turbulent year in Peruvian politics. During the year,
Fuerza Popular (FP), the main opposition in Congress, had increased the tempo of its harassment of the
executive. By December, Kuczynski found himself obliged to grant a pardon to former president Alberto
Fujimori as the price for averting impeachment at the hands of FP. Nevertheless, in March 2018 came
the his forcible resignation and his replacement by his vice-president, Martín Vizcarra
The backcloth to the climate of volatility was the ongoing scandals surrounding bribes paid by
Odebrecht to a range of top political figures in order to secure contracts. Various politicians became
ensnared including former president Ollanta Humala, his wife Nadine Heredia, former presidents
Alejandro Toledo and Alan Garcia, as well as Kuczynski himself and Keiko Fujimori, Fuerza Popular’s
leader.
Economic growth in 2017 dipped to 2.5%, owing in part to depressed world prices for Peru’s main
commodity exports, especially copper. Peru was also hit by the effects early in the year of the El Niño
weather phenomenon which brought severe flooding. The poor response by local government reflected
the lack of administrative capacity and propensity to corruption among regional and municipal
governments.
Conflicts over the activities of extractive industries persisted over the year in question, notably in
relation to Las Bambas. Other major projects remained on hold owing to conflicts with communities
including Conga, Tia María and Rio Blanco.
In its foreign policy, Peru sought to maintain close relations with the United States, with Kuczynski one
of the first Latin American presidents to visit US President Donald Trump. It was a leading member of
the so-called Lima Group of countries opposed to Venezuela. Peru also sought further to develop ties
with China, its main investor and trading partner.

Influence and media
We continue to interact with various MPs and Peers mainly on Human Rights and on the extractive
industry issues. Similarly, we have good relations with the FCO and with Embassy of Peru in the UK.
Our interactions with the EU are mainly through our participation in the PEP. Most of the activity has
been related to the EU-Peru trade treaty.
In general every week we produce a newsletter and update our website and social media. The
newsletter goes out to about 830 addressees. Our website has about 300 distinct active users a week
and 1,300 a month. About 60% of our website users are from the United States, 9% from the UK and 7%
from Peru.

Collaboration
The PSG continues its membership of the Plataforma Europa Perú (PEP) and attended the annual PEP
meeting and, with the PEP, also the European Domestic Advisory Group (DAG) meeting in Brussels.
The PSG is continuing to strengthen its relationship with a number of Peruvian NGOs including CAAAP,
Red Muqui, Cooperacción, IDL, IDEH-PUCP and Oxfam Peru.

Organisation, Governance and Finance
Baroness Coussins has continued as our president and has given important support and impulse to the
organisation over the year, as is evident from this report. Our Coordinator, Ana Reyes-Hurt, continues to
3

be employed on a part-time basis (21 hours per week).
The Management Committee continues to work well. It had one full day strategy meeting in Oxford and
regular bi-monthly Skype meetings.
We are grateful for the support we continue to receive from CAFOD. We have about 80 people and
organisations who subscribe. We also extremely grateful to receive significant donations and other
support – the latter mainly through the time given by various people to the organisation.
The PSG is continuing to search for alternative sources of funding, focusing on our main intended
project on Corporate Responsibility in the extractive industries and best practices. We have a bid sent
off, with an indication that it will be considered for funding for the March 2019 year. We have planned a
funding campaign for the mid-year.
In order to obtain a registered legal identity for the PSG we attempted to become a charity several years
ago, but were deemed too political. During the year we tried again but were still refused by the Charity
Commission on similar grounds. We have decided that it is no longer worth appealing this decision.
The funding situation for the PSG for FY2018/19 now seems secure and for FY2019/20 it is likely to be
sufficient if Cafod continues to fund us and funding initiatives in this FY and a new project provide
sufficient funds. (See the last paragraph of financial report and its footnote).
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The Year in Context

This proved to be a turbulent year in Peruvian politics, ending with the forcible resignation of President
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski and his replacement by his vice-president, Martín Vizcarra. Vizcarra had
previously been Peru’s ambassador to Canada.
During the year, Fuerza Popular, the main opposition in Congress, had increased the tempo of its
harassment of the executive. In June, Kuczynski’s hand-picked economy minister, Alfredo Thorne was
ousted following passage of a motion of censure in Congress. Three months later, Thorne’s replacement,
Prime Minister Fernando Zavala was himself forced out following a vote of no-confidence in his cabinet.
By December, Kuczynski found himself obliged to grant a pardon to former president Alberto Fujimori as
the price for averting impeachment at the hands of FP.
However, this gave him scant respite. He came to be seen as trying to placate Fuerza Popular at any
price and losing his own authority in the process.
The backcloth to the climate of volatility was the ongoing scandals surrounding bribes paid by
Odebrecht to a range of top political figures in order to secure contracts. In July, former president
Ollanta Humala, along with his wife Nadine Heredia, were placed in preventative custody owing to
accusations that they had received funding from Odebrecht in the 2011 elections. He eventually secured
release on appeal after nine months in custody. Other politicians in the firing line over Odebrecht bribes
included former presidents Alejandro Toledo (whose extradition from the United States was sought) and
Alan Garcia (resident in Madrid), as well as Kuczynski himself and Keiko Fujimori, Fuerza Popular’s leader
and its narrowly defeated presidential candidate in both 2011 and 2016.
Economic growth in 2017 dipped to 2.5%, owing in part to depressed world prices for Peru’s main
commodity exports, especially copper. Peru was also hit by the effects early in the year of the El Niño
weather phenomenon which brought severe flooding to the coastal regions of northern Peru and to the
destruction of roads, housing and social infrastructure. The poor response by local government to the
need for speedy and effective reconstruction reflected the lack of administrative capacity and
propensity to corruption among regional and municipal governments.
Conflicts over the activities of extractive industries persisted over the year in question, notably in
relation to Las Bambas, the giant Chinese copper mine in Apurímac region. Communities complained
that MMG had introduced changes to the Environmental Impact Assessment without consultation and
to the detriment of the environment and social conditions in the region. Other major projects remained
on hold owing to conflicts with communities including Conga (Cajamarca), Tia María (Arequipa) and Rio
Blanco (Piura).
In its foreign policy, Peru sought to maintain close relations with the United States, with Kuczynski one
of the first Latin American presidents to visit US President Donald Trump on Trump’s assumption of
office. It was a leading member of the so-called Lima Group of countries opposed to Venezuela. Peru
also sought further to develop ties with China, its main investor and trading partner. In January 2018,
Pope Francis visited Peru.
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Influencing
MPs and Peers
The PSG organised and attended three parliamentary meetings during this period. We coordinated the
visit of women human rights defender Esperanza Huayama, who fights for justice and reparation on
behalf of the hundreds of thousands of women who were forcibly sterilised during the Fujimori era.
During her visit, the PSG organised a parliamentary meeting chaired by Baroness Coussins, where
Esperanza had the opportunity to ask the British government to exert pressure on their Peruvian
counterparts to make progress with the registry. Following her visit, Baroness Coussins submitted a
follow up question to the FCO on how they are monitoring the situation in this case. The visit was also
featured on the APPG on human rights website.
In October, the PSG Coordinator was invited to speak about Peru’s main human rights concerns at a
parliamentary meeting organised by the British Group Inter-Parliamentary Union. A delegation of peers
and MPs had travelled to Peru during the summer to analyse future investments and trade
opportunities and met with civil society organisations to discuss human rights situation too.

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO)
The PSG has met with the FCO Peru Desk Officer on a couple of occasions to introduce our work and our
main concerns in order to feed into their analysis of the human rights situation in the country. We also
accompanied woman human rights defender Esperanza Huayama to a meeting at the FCO as part of the
advocacy activities we had organised with Amnesty International UK for her trip.
The PSG have been building a strong relationship with the British Embassy in Peru since new
Ambassador Kate Harrison took office. Prior to her travelling to Peru to take post, in February the PSG
arranged a meeting headed by Baroness Coussins and assisted by Cafod representatives and Lord Purvis.
At the meeting, Cafod and the PSG handed a briefing to the new Ambassador containing key concerns
and recommendations to the British government. This included the monitoring of the legal proceedings
at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on the legality of Fujimori’s pardon.

Embassy of Peru in the UK and Peruvian Government
Baroness Coussins met with the then Peruvian Ambassador to Britain on a number of occasions, keeping
her informed of our work and building a stronger relationship with the Embassy, whose main contact
continue to receive our newsletter.

European Union
The PSG makes its inputs into the EU system, primarily via the DAG, via its membership of the PEP (see
next section on Inter-Agency Collaboration).

Other
The PSG recommendations and some of its human rights concerns – highlighted in a PSG submission to
the United Nations Universal Periodic Review – were included in an official report produced by the UPR
mechanism compiling key civil society recommendations.
Esperanza Huayama’s story was featured in an episode of Women’s Hour. She was also interviewed,
along with a PSG committee member, for BBC Worldservice.
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PEP

Inter-Agency Collaboration

The PSG continues to play an increasing role in the PEP. We played an important role in the elaboration
and follow up of a joint Peruvian and European civil society complaint before the EU Commission against
Peru, for failure to comply with its obligations on sustainable development under Title IX of the Trade
Agreement.
The PSG coordinator travelled to Brussels in November 2017 to present the complaint along with EU
partners and Peruvian human rights defenders leading the complaint. Meetings were held with DG
Trade at the European Commission and other Belgium government authorities, including the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Since then, the PSG as part of the PEP – which currently has the presidency of the
European Advisory Group - has been monitoring the situation to inform future advocacy actions. As the
first complaint of its kind, the European Commission has taken the information seriously, and continues
to inform its judgement with regular conversations with civil society and the Peruvian authorities. The
official response to the complaint was due to come out towards the end of 2018, early 2019.
The PSG has also taken the lead within PEP in identifying opportunities for action, specially where a
European wide coalition response seems suitable. This has been specially the case with cases of human
rights defenders under threat, mainly in relation to Indigenous rights and issues over land, where we
have issued joint press releases with PEP and other coalitions, such as CIDSE and EuroLat. Two particular
cases are worth highlighting: a press release following the killing of Indigenous leader Jose Napoleon
Tarrillo in December 2017, in what appeared to be a conflict over land, and the killing of 6 Shipibo
leaders in the Ucayali region in September 2017.
There was an ALL DAG (that is a meeting including representation from Colombia, Peru and in addition
EU members) meeting in Brussels at the beginning of December. This meeting coincided with PEP’s
General Assembly in Brussels and there was an opportunity for the PSG to observe/participate in the
DAG meetings.

Peruvian NGOs
The PSG is continuing to strengthen its relationship with a number of Peruvian NGOs and academic
institutions working on human rights defenders at risk, business and human rights, and sustainable
development. These include: Red Muqui, Cooperaccion, Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos,
Derechos Humanos sin Fronteras. We also secured and important partnership with the Instituto de
Derechos Humanos of the Catolica University, for the elaboration and delivery of a project on companycommunity relations and best practices in the mining sector.
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Research Projects
During the months of April and May 2017, the PSG worked very hard alongside our partners in the
Instituto de Derechos Humanos (IDEH PUCP, Universidad Católica) to draw up a strong funding proposal
on mining and best practices, including costs, to be delivered to the Ford Foundation. In the summer
2017, we heard that the Ford Foundation was going to delay taking a decision on the funding application
until March 2019.
However, we continue to work closely with IDEH PUCP. As a result of Ford’s decision to delay its funding
decision, the PSG sought to secure funding from other sources and submitted a bid to the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office to carry out a one-year project on company-community relations. The PSG was
successful in its bid and secured funding to carry out a project from July 2018 to March 2019, with
strong support from IDEH PUCP.1

1

This activity actually took place in FY2018-19
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Events

Events and Media Publications

PSG annual conference and AGM
The PSG held its annual conference and AGM in October 2017, and selected the situation of human
rights defenders, criminalisation and restriction of civic space as the overall theme. To talk about the
situation for human rights defenders in Peru at present, Mirtha Vazquez, from Cajamarca-based
organisation Grufides, gave a detailed presentation via Skype of the main trends affecting human rights
work, including the misuse of the justice system and the current use of state of emergency to prevent
social protests, restricting fundamental freedoms, such as freedom of association. We also invited the
Business and Human Rights Resource Centre to lead a workshop on the situation of HRDs regionally and
globally and held other workshops about the situation in the Amazon forest. An academic from
Northumbria University also presented a very interesting photo project which shows how extractive
industries have an impact on women, by providing the photographic tools to local women so that they
could narrate their own experiences.
The conference was held at the Global Governance Institute (UCL) and attended by approximately 40
people.
Parliamentary Events
The PSG organised two main events in Parliament. The first took place in June 2017 on the occasion of
the visit of Esperanza Huayama to the UK, woman human rights defender seeking justice and
reparations for the forced sterilisation State-led programme. The meeting in Parliament was chaired by
Baroness Coussins, with a representative from the APPG on Human Rights also in attendance. Following
the event, Baroness Coussins submitted a written question to Parliament which was followed up by the
PSG with the UK Embassy in Lima.
The second event was co-organised by the PSG, Cafod and ABColombia, following a visit to London in
April 2018 by human rights defender Javier Jahncke, from the Red Muqui (a nationwide coalition of nongovernmental organisations working on mining issues). His visit coincided with that of a Colombian
human rights defender also working with local communities in relation to big extractive projects. The
event focused on the impact of trade to human rights and the environment. It was chaired by Diana
Johnson MP and attended by a good representation of peers and MPs. Javier Jahncke spoke of the
importance of trade legislation in ensuring respect for indigenous rights, especially in terms of
protecting their ancestral rights to land and territory.
Other events
During the visit of Esperanza Huayama and Javier Jahncke the PSG also co-organised a series of public
events:
- Public event co-organised with Amnesty International UK Section at the human rights action centre.
- Event at UCL focusing on mining, social conflict and alternatives to development, also co-organised
with ABColombia.

Website and Newsletter
The PSG has continued to produce thorough weekly analysis and news articles on relevant subjects
through our website and newsletter. Coverage includes:

9

- cases where conflict around the extraction of natural resources remain, as well as reports of
detrimental effects to environment and to human health, prior consultation and conflict emanating
from the lack of civic participation (Lote 192 and Las Bambas as prime examples).
- governance issues, such as the reform of the ‘canon’ system for distribution of rents from mining
from state to lower levels of government.
- international issues such as Peru’s application to joint the OECD, the FTA with the EU and Title IX.
- analysis of the upheavals and changes endured by the PPK government, and the current government
of Martin Vizcarra, focusing on what these changes could mean to the human rights and
development possibilities of the population.
- corruption, particularly the Odebrecht affair
- Situation of human rights defenders, highlighting some key examples of indigenous rights defenders,
and defenders working on economic, social and cultural rights, mainly in relation to issues around
extraction of natural resources.
- Coverage of the pardon that former president Kuczynski granted to former president Alberto
Fujimori on supposed humanitarian reasons. The PSG took the lead in drafting and publishing a
public letter and press released signed by PEP, CIDSE and EuroLat and distributed widely to EU
officials, including MEPs, by our NGO/PEP partners, on the risks posed by this decision to truth,
justice and reparation to the victims of past human rights violations as well as violations to
international human rights law.
It will be noted that we do have a significant amount of ‘political’ content. We think this is important:
development and human rights are intimately related to the political culture of the time; poverty and
exclusion cannot be improved without an understanding of governance both at the state and lower
levels.
The newsletter is still well commended by several of our key partners, such as BHRRC, academics from
London universities, Cafod, and Amnesty International UK. Its circulation also broadened, with some
new European audiences included in its distribution list, following consultation during the 2017 PEP
AGM held in Brussels, where it was agreed that the PSG newsletter should be distributed to their
contacts. These included MEPs interested in Peru, as well as members of the EU Commission working on
trade matters, namely the office of DG Trade. Most of the outreach was done through our PEP partner
organisations.2
Newsletter
The newsletter goes out weekly to about 830 addressees, of which about 350 are opened. 3
Website
The website is typically updated weekly. We have about 300 active users a week, clearly not the same
each week as the monthly active user count is about 1,300. About 60% of our users are from the United
States, 9% from the UK and 7% from Peru.

2

Unfortunately, in mid 2018 following recent GDPR legislation about privacy and email distribution and the culling of our
distribution list we lost most of this European reach.
3

In mid 2018 we suffered a reduction in the number of newsletter recipients due to the GDPR legislation which made it
necessary for us to ask the people on the mailing list explicitly to ‘opt in’ in order to continue receiving the newsletter.
Inevitably, a large number of addressees did not reply and were culled. After the cull our newsletter goes out to about 230
addressees, virtually all of which are opened.
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Social Media
The PSG continues to use social media to share our news and analysis and promote events, such as the
upcoming annual conference.
We also started to research tools and devise a campaign strategy for crowdfunding to generate funds
(see above).
Facebook has now got 1228 likes and 1210 followers, with a pretty consistent reach and engagement.
Twitter has got 814 followers.
Both have experienced a growth; although not substantial it does show that the more active the PSG is
on social media the more engaged people will be with PSG activities, such as events.
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Presidency

Organisation and Governance

Baroness Coussins has continued as our president and has given important support and impulse to the
organisation over the year, as is evident from this report.

Staff
Our Coordinator, Ana Reyes-Hurt, is employed on a part-time basis (21 hours per week).

Management
The PSG Committee meetings are being held regularly. In this period, we had a face-to-face one day
strategy meeting held in Oxford, and we had bi-monthly meetings by Skype.

Funding
Our main source of funds has been a series of annual grants from CAFOD, currently at £7,750 per year.
(Also see the last paragraph of financial statement.)
The PSG is continuing to search for alternative sources of funding, focusing on our main intended
project on Corporate Responsibility in the extractive industries and best practices. We have a bid sent
off, with an indication that it will be considered for funding for the March 2019 year.
During this annual year, the PSG also began to research and plan a strategy for a crowdfunding
campaign, to be launched in the summer of 2018.

Membership
We have about 80 people and organisations who subscribe.

Legal identity
Obtaining a registered legal identity can be important for obtaining funding from certain sources.
Currently our legal identity is an ‘Unincorporated Association’, which does not imply any registration. A
‘Charity’, ‘Community Interest Company (CIC)’ or regular company all give a registered status.
We attempted to become a charity several years ago, but were deemed too political. This year we tried
again with better and compliant charitable aims etc but were still refused as the Charity Commission
said that our newsletter and website history indicated that that we were ‘political’. We have decided
that it is no longer worth appealing this decision.

Future of PSG
The funding situation for the PSG for FY2019/20 is likely to be sufficient if Cafod continues to fund us
and funding initiatives in this FY and a new project provide sufficient funds. (See the last paragraph of
financial report and its footnote).
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End of Year Accounts
The PSG is funded by grants from NGOs and trusts, members’ fees and other donations. Donors have
supported us through a programme agreed on a three-yearly basis with detailed annual plans, covering
activities such as: research, including visits to Peru by the Coordinator; advocacy; publication of news,
analysis and reports; and events.
For the financial year ending March 2018, the PSG received a grant of £7,750 from CAFOD. Members of
the PSG are an important source of long-term support and many made significant additional donations.
We would like to express our thanks to all organisations and individuals who have supported us,
particularly those providing pro bono services.
The PSG’s financial year is from 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2018. The accounts for FY2017/18 given below
are, with a few exceptions that are explained in the notes, prepared on a cash basis, that is receipts and
expenditures are recognised when they occur.4 The accounts show the budget agreed at the beginning
of the year and the actual outcome at the end of the year. Notes are provided to explain significant
variances. An independent examiner’s report on the accounts for the year is attached.
The deficit for the year was £8,345.32. This deficit will be covered from reserves.
For FY2018/19 we are grateful that CAFOD has continued to fund us at the existing £7,750 level. As of
April 2018 we did not have any further grants, though as noted above, we were applying. With no new
source of funding we would have expected to run out of cash by the end of 2018.
However, after an appeal for donations in mid-2018, including via a crowdfunding appeal, we received
sufficient donations to be able to continue at least to the end of the financial year (April 2019) and from
a project funded by ODA Lima from July 2018 to February 2019 we expect to significantly improve the
situation further.5

4

5

Thus for example a cheque from a donor might be received in January for work to be done January to July; this receipt
would be recognised in January. Expenses would each be recognised as they occur between January and July.
This last paragraph actually refers to activity in FY2018-19, but is included here to give a truer picture of the future.

13

Payments and Receipts FY2017/18
Payments

Budget
500
15,300
550
400
0
100
16,850

Actual
279.05
16,738.63
528.98
532.85
6.00
147.00
18,232.51

Receipts

Budget
7,750
1,000
100
8,850

Actual
7,750.00
1,394.76
440.00
250.34
52.09
9,887.19

-8,000

-8345.32

Rent & Insurance
Salary & National Insurance
Travel
Phone & Fax, Email & Website
Resources
Events
TOTAL PAYMENTS

Grants
Subscriptions
Donations
Events Income
Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

Grand Total

Balance Sheet FY2017/18
Petty Cash Santander Santander
current
Deposit
1 April 17
31 March 18
Difference

6
7
8
9

99.21
99.21
0.00

2,453.37
3867.37
1,414.00

13,211.93
3264.02
-9,947.91

Coop

PayPal

Assets

10,052.91
9831.50
-221.41

0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

6

Liabilities
and
deferred
7
income
8
-8,160.00
9
-7750.00
410.00

Cheques or income received but not yet cashed by PSG. Also includes credit provisions.
Deferred income and liabilities also includes debit provisions.
£7,750 of this is the CAFOD grant for FY2016/17 paid at the end of the previous year.
This is the CAFOD grant for FY2017/18 paid at the end of the previous year
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Total

17,657.42
9312.10
-8,345.32

Examiner’s Report
Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of the Peru Support Group
I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Peru Support Group for the year
ended 30 March 2018
Responsibilities and basis of report
I report in respect of my examination of the Group’s accounts carried out using principles set out
in section 145 of the 2011 Charities’ Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all
the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.
This is not mandatory for the Group as it is not a Charity but forms a useful guide for the
financial accountability of the Group.
Independent examiner’s statement
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention
in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:
1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Group; or
2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or
3. the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and
content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other
than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view which is not a matter
considered as part of an independent examination.
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination
to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of
the accounts to be reached. I do note that the financial position of the Group is not strong and
that new sources of income will be required to maintain financial viability.
Signed:

Name: Prof Daniel Herbert. PhD. Chartered Public Finance Accountant
Hillside, Blackheath Way, West Malvern, WR14 4DR
1st December 2018
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